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You'll be asked . ..

Much news ...

Awards to alums, national champions . ..

I

Y ou'll find pictures of some
loyal alums who are helping plan
the school's future on page 5,
and pictures on page 3 of some
families who came from across
the country to celebrate the
future of sons and daughters,
brothers, sisters, and others who
graduated in May.
On page 4, you'll find some
good reasons why, in the age of
digital storage and electronic
data transmission, we still need
those dusty old law books.
There's also a special feature
on graduates who decided to do
their own thing- as solo practitioners or with hand-picked
partners in boutique firms.
That's on pages 6 through 9.
And there's news about
faculty-new, visiting, and
departed- on pages 10 & 11,
along with reports of new books ,
including one by Dean Bond
that takes on some big issues in
legal history and comes to some
controversial conclusions.
There's much more in articles
and notes about many interesting graduates. So have a good
read- then send us your latest
news.

On the cover:
With a view of Puget Sound and
the Brown's Point Peninsula in
the background, Virginia
DeCosta '89 is pictured at the
DeCosta Law Firm located
along Commencement Bay. A
highly regarded personal-injury
attorney, she is one of a group of
graduates featured in this issue.
More about her on page 6.

F und raising for the new building is in full swing. So far, our
campaign steering committee has
secured some $1 million in gifts
and pledges: $148,000 has been
from "friends" of the university;
$100,000 from law firms and
foundations; $320,000 from corporations; and $406,000 is from
our own graduates. As of December 1, we've had significant
commitments from Richard
Birmingham '78, Elizabeth
Clark '93 , Thomas Galligan
Jr. '81, Charles Granoski Jr.
'74 , Scott Greenburg '80,
Lucy !saki '77, Charles
Johnson '76, Dale Kingman
'76, Peter Goldman '84,
Martha Kongsgaard '84, Sally
Leighton '79, Aaron Owada
'83, Jim Rigos '79, Stuart
Rolfe '78, Jim Rupp '77, and
John Wolfe '77.
During the fall, there were
various committee meetings and
campaign events in Seattle.
Lucy !saki '77, vice chair
responsible for securing support
from law firms, met with her
committee in her office at Bogle
and Gates and identified a
number of law firms that will be
asked to support the new building. The Seattle firm of Reed
McClure has already made a
$50,000 gift.
In October, Boh Dickey,
president of SAFE CO and
chairman of the campaign,
hosted the entire steering committee for a luncheon meeting at
SAFECO's corporate headquarters in Seattle.

Lee and Stuart Rolfe '78
opened their home in the Highlands for a special dinner for
selected members of the first
twelve graduating classes of the
law school. Many of these
graduates are serving on class
committees to raise funds for the
new building.
All alumni will be contacted
by a group of their fellow graduates and asked to contribute to a
gift in the name of their class .
Such gifts may be used for commemorating a class through the
naming of classrooms, student
lounge areas, student services
areas and study rooms, student
activities areas, and the like.
Already hard at work are the
classes of 1974-86.
Campaigns for more recent
classes will begin in late spring
1998.
Persons interested in serving
on their class committee should
contact Joan Watt, associate
dean, at 253-591-2273; e-mail,
jdwatt@seattleu.edu .
Fund raising for the new
facility will continue until fall of
1999, when the building will
open for its first entering class.
If you would like a copy of our
campaign brochure, please contact Albert Thurmond '86,
senior development officer, at
206-591-2102; e-mail,
alt@sea ttleu. ed u.
All law graduates will be invited to a ground-breaking event
at the site of the new law building on February 19, 1998. Look
for an invitation in the mail
sometime soon.

L egal writing professor Henry
Wigglesworth spent 63 days biking 3,600 miles from Baltimore
to Portland last summer and
penned a letters-page feature
about his adventures for
Tacoma's News Tribune.
Among the lessons he learned
from the road:
"Espresso is everywhere. This
is perhaps the greatest lesson I
learned, at least if your body,
like mine, depends on a daily
dose of high-octane coffee. We
found espresso drinks everywhere, from the top of Mount
Rushmore to the cornfields of
Iowa (If you steam it, they will
come.) In a pinch, we even
found cappuccino dispensed
from vending machines, including one in Ohio that was next to
another machine that sold night
crawlers."

•

In December, Seattle
University's men's soccer team
won the NAIA national championship in an overtime game
played in Birmingham, Ala. The
feat earned the team editorials in
both Seattle newspapers. The
Seattle Times said: "The Chieftains not only won, but did it
with class. The tournament
awarded them the sportsmanship
trophy for conduct both on and
off the field."
The Seattle Post- Intelligencer
pointed out that one member of
the team is a Rhodes Scholar
candidate and the team 's cumulative GPA is 3.43.
"Teamwork. Discipline.
Academic excellence. Each
have rewards of their own. But
they've also added up to anational championship for Seattle
University," the editorial said.

•

The Seattle University Lawyer is
published by the Seattle University
School of Law Office of Publications
& Information Services.
Correspondence from graduates
and friends is welcome. Send comments and address changes to:
Office of Alumni Affairs
School of Law
950 Broadway Plaza
Tacoma, WA 98402
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Greeting the new university
president at a barbecue held in
the park on Theater Square was
Wil Agyekum '98, president
of the Student Bar Association.
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Winner of a prestigious
Equal Justice Fellowship from
the National Association for
Public Interest Law is Blanca
Rodriguez '97. The fellowship
allowed Rodriguez to return to
the Yakima Valley, where her
family has done farmwork for
over 20 years. A May '97 graduate, she is working this year with
the National Farm Workers
Center on behalf of Washington's
40,000 apple pickers, providing
legal assistance and advocacy to
farmworker organizing efforts .

Richard Rose '98, who earned a
master's degree in pastoral studies at
Seattle University, welcomed his
former teacher, Stephen V. Sundborg ,
S.]., who came to the Law School on the
day following his inauguration as Seattle
University's twenty-first president.
Taking part in the May commencement were (l tor)
president-elect Stephen Sundborg, S.]., acting
president John Eshelman, and former president
William Sullivan, S.].
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William J. Sullivan, who
served as the university's president for two decades and was responsible for the acquisition of
the Law School, will return to
campus in January as chancellor.
Father Sullivan will represent
the university and the president
to the community, maintaining
contact with friends and donors,
and will assist in ministering to
alumni. Stephen Sundborg, S.J.,
who succeeded Father Sullivan
as president, said, ''I'm delighted
Father Sullivan has accepted this
position. He enjoys immense respect as a leader in the civic
community and is ideally suited
to be an effective ambassador."

SU law student Jennifer
Bayer '98 is serving this year as
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lallard@seattleu.edu

secretary-treasurer of the American Bar Association Law Student
Division. Her successful bid for
the national office was strengthened by her experience as a high
school mathematics teacher in
Nashville, Tenn., and as a management analyst for the Washington State Department of
Labor and Industries. Bayer
worked last summer as an associate in the Olympia law office
of Connolly Holm Tacon &
Meserve.

Performing the hooding of Carol
Coleman '97 at commencement was
Professor David Boerner (l) and
Professor Don Carmichael, who was
honored as professor emeritus at the
ceremony.

Bonnie Speir '97
expressed victory for all
1997 graduates, but
especially for herself and
her two daughters, Shelly (l)
and Tiffany, as all three
got ready to receive their
law degrees. More happy
families on page 3.

Speaker at the law commencement was William Sullivan, S.].,
who also received a Doctor of Law degree at the ceremony. In
introducing the former university president , Dean Bond said: "The
Law School does not usually award honorary degrees. Even less
often does its faculty act with unanimity. And the university's
Board of Trustees has never approved the grant of an honorary
degree to a member of the university community. I mention these
facts because they underscore the exceptional nature of this ceremony ... and of the man we welcome with profound respect,
deep gratitude, and great affection into our community."

James E. Bond
Dean of Law

Blanca Rodriguez '97
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DAuGHTER oF NoRWAY
CELEBRATES INDEPENDENCE AND
GuiDES HER GRouP's DEPARTURE

Good job, well done!

A ticket to what?
S tudent speaker for our May
1997 commencement was Heidi
H. Borson, daughter and
granddaughter of a long line of
Norwegians. She told her classmates that it was fitting that on
May 17, the day Norway won its
independence from the Swedes,
she and her classmates should
celebrate their independence
from law school.
In part of her address, she
spoke of graduation as a point of
departure. She said:
"I don 't know about you, but
I've been told that a law degree
is a ticket- to wealth, power,
and privilege. And I believe
that's true.
"The practice of law does
promise wealth. After three years
of amassing student loan debt,
any amount of income will feel
like wealth . But the practice of
law promises a wealth of a far
greater kind, the kind of wealth
that comes from giving back.

LET'S HEAR IT FOR
HoNoRs GRADUATES oF
THE CLASS OF 1997

"In a recent article, legislator
Arlen Specter posits that 'there
are three reasons to practice law:
for yourself, for your clients, and
for justice. But the ultimate goal
of law is justice and justice requires lawyers to give something
back.'
"At its root, the legal profession is a service profession.
Whether we practice in the public service arena, do pro bono
work, or take unpopular but necessary stands, each of us will be
called on to serve both clients
and causes. And in that giving
back, we will have wealth.
"The practice of law also
promises us power; not the fleeting power that comes from a
false sense of self importance,
but rather the kind of power that
comes from empowering others.
"We have the chance to take
what we've learned about how
the system works and use that
insider's knowledge to enable

others to access a legal system
that is too often impersonal, intimidating, inaccessible. In the
gift of empowering others, we
too will taste power.
"The practice of law also
promises us privilege; not the
privilege of entering some elite
class, but the privilege of being
entrusted with another 's story.
For each time a client comes to
us, they will come with a story.
"In asking us to represent
them, clients will entrust us not
only with their stories, but with
decisions about such personal
and sacred things as the custody
of their children, as their inju ries, their livelihoods, their
rights.
"Carrying another's story is
not only a privilege; it is a profound responsibility, one that
has the potential to alter people's
very lives. It is a privilege that
will require us to be faithful in
the telling."

May graduates, many with numerous family
members, gathered at the Temple of justice in
O lympia for a reception in their honor on the
day before commencement. Pictured with her
children and parents above is Heidi Borson
who, as commencement speaker, thanked the
families and "all those who have loved, inspired, challenged , and even outraged us along
the way . We did not get here by ourselves and
for that we are grateful ."

C ongratulations to the following students who received degrees with honors at the May
1997 commencement.

SUMMA CUM LAUDE
GRADUATES
Jean Pollis Homan
Andrew Moore
Anne-Marie Eleanor Sargent
Karin Siegfried Treadwell
MAGNA CUM LAUDE
GRADUATES
Dilek F. Aral
Heidi Hildeng Borson
Ramona Coral Brandes
Lucy Russell Clifthorne
Jody C. Collins
Kevin Lee Gruben
Leah Beth Hole-Curry
David P. Horton
Alison Grace I vey
Kenneth Lawrence Kambich
Carla Barbieri Keegan
Elizabeth Curie Kim
David Liscow
Kyle Denney-Joel Netterfield
David Scott Roers
Erin Michelle Trimingham
Julie Anne T yrian
CUM LAUDE GRADUATES
C. Edward Adams
Kenneth William Anderson
Christy Arden- Karjeker
Patricia Marie Army
Jay Patrick Berneburg
Ketia J. Berry
Gregory James Boots
Ellen Ann Brown
Brian Gerard Buran
Sandra Kay Butchart
Christopher Barton Butler
Andrew C. Cratsenberg, Jr.
Aaron Dalan
Gerald Thomas Davis
Elizabeth Ann Dawn
Marlo DeLange
Andrea Denton
Christopher Engle
Cindy R. Evans
Maria A. Fartoutchnaia
Peter Gerard Finch
Lana Marie Floyd
Jennifer Soo Fryhling

Jill Heather Goldman
Katherine Elizabeth Graham
Brian Lee Hansen
Katharine Lynn Hardt- Mason
Michael M.K. Hemphill
Peter Eric Jones
Chang HaKim
Jennifer L. King
Duana Theresa Kolouskova
Gretchen Kuhner
Sandra Labarge
Regina Ranae Long
Kirke Wright Marsh
Andrew Tobin Mathis
Kim Elaine McCaulou
Susan E. McKenzie
Margaret Chambliss McLean
Alexa Marie Smith Medema
Jonathan Matthew Medema
Eric Nelson
Thomas John Parkes
Andrea Katrin Powell
Randall Lee Price
Nicole Marie Rendahl
Robert Allen Richards
Kendra Lee Rubbright
David Ruzumna
Kenneth G. Sam
Craig Ian Scheiner
Mark A . Schuler
Stacey Leana Seitz
Elizabeth Helen Bucholz Shea
Michael David Sheehan
Kathleen Veronica Shoemaker
Scott Sleight
Katuria E . Smith
Gary Steven Stirbis
Amy Jo Tangeman
Rachel Rebecca Taylor
Philip Colin Tsai
Andrew Joel VanOrnum
Zachary Charles W agnild
Jason Richard Wandler
Andrew Michael Wender
Rory White
Jill T. Whitney
Brett Lorin Wittner
Lisa W. Wong
Morgan Geoffrey Ziegler
And special congratulations to the

FACULTY RECOGNITION
A WARD WINNERS:
Andrew Moore
Gretchen Kuhner

Photos by jerome Hart

jennifer Fryh ling (2nd from right)
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RESEARCH LIBRARIAN KELLY K UNSCH
TELLS You WHY WE NEED ALL THosE BooKs
AND OTHER PLANS FOR THE NEW LIBRARY
Isn't everything going to be online?

W.
asked Reference Librarian
Kelly Kunsch to tell you something
about plans for the library in the
new law building and he responded
by going back to the basics. He's going to tell you about the plans for
the law library by helping you think
about what a library really is.

Visualize 1999.
Not so much the year, 1999,
that Prince (or whatever name or
symbol he is going by in that
year) sees himself partying
throughout. Visualize instead a
new building opening its doors
in that year. No, forget about the
outdoor baseball stadium.
Tacomans already know what
that is like. Rather, visualize a
new law school building and
specifically, within that building,
visualize the law library. What
do you see? Hundreds of computers? No books? No library at
all?
You might be surprised.
As the blueprint for the new
law school building transforms
into balsa wood models en route
to bricks and mortar, the imprint
of the new library becomes more
defined. Yes , there will be a law
library. And it will have even
more books than the current
library has. What there will be
less of are computers.
I can hear you now.
"What? Are you law librarians
in a state of denial? Luddites aiming at self-preservation ?" I think
not, but I'd better explain.
During its open hours, the

library will be full of computers.
But they will not be the school's
computers. The school will have
removed itself to a large degree
from the computer hardware
business .
Instead, students, alumni,
and other users will bring their
own computers to the library
and plug into the library's resources. And there will be plenty
of accessibility because the
whole library will be wired.
More wired than Seinfeld's
Kramer after a case of Jolt cola.
Library users will be able to plug
into an outlet and use their com puter to word process, access the
Internet, access the law school's
Network, and perform a number
of other tasks th at cannot accurately be foretold at this time.
There will be some library
computers to be sure. But the
ones that students and alumni
will use a majority of the time
will be their own.
In addition to the paucity of
computers, you might be sur prised to see the library's
"Document Delivery Center."
This is where students, faculty
and alumni can pick up docu ments: such items as photocopies that they have ordered;
printouts from LEXIS, Westlaw,
the Internet, and other databases; and even faxes that have
been sent to the center.
And now the answer to the
ever-asked question: Can't we
j ust forget abo ut the library and

books? Isn't everything going to
be online?
A big part of the problem
with this q uestion is the misconception of what a library is.
The library is not just a storehouse of books or a museum of
media: books, fiche, videos,
compact discs (to name a few).
To librarians, it is the content
not the relic that matters (and
no, Marshall [McLuhan], the
message is not the same as the
medium). A great library is
founded on access to ideas. T he
library is a point of multiple
access to information .
So why do we need all these
shelves of books?
There are several reasons.
Some apply to some books, others to other books. But following
are some of the major reasons we
will continue to acquire books
and make them available to our
users .
Availability: We are forwardlooking people in this generation.
But it is critical to remember that
the legal system looks backward
as well as forward. The doctrines
of stare decisis and "original
intent" require us to find and
follow what came before. And it
is perhaps t hat reason, as m uch
as any other, that differentiates a
law library from most other
libraries.
Much of the material needed
for effective legal research and
scholarship is not available in
digitized format and probably
never will be: Publications of the

ARCHITECTS
Olson/Sundberg Arch itects
Yost Grube Hall Architecture

Se ldon Society, old issues of the
Congressional Record and Congressional Globe, and old law
reviews and treatises are a few
examples . When you need to
discover why the law is the way
it is, you will be glad that certain
law libraries have preserved the
"d usty law books" that Joel
Hyatt so maligns.
Permanency: An example
close to home should suffice.
During its 54th session, the
Washington Legislature created
a web page. It was a wonderful
source for finding legislative history for b ills introduced during
that session. It had not only the
fi nal legislative bill reports (that
are ultimately published and dis tributed in hard copy), it also
had separate House and Senate
reports (that are not distributed) .
Unfortunately , when the 55th
session of the Legislature began,
all of the material from the prior
session was removed from the
page (despite thee -outcry of at
least one librarian) and, with it,
easy accessibility to the information disappeared . T hankfully,
our library had not cancelled its
subscription to the Fina l Legislative Report.
Uti lity: Sometimes books are
better suited to a task than alternative sources of publication. If
you are word processing on your
com puter at the same time you
are comparing two cases, you
will want to have print copies of
the cases. "Multitasking" has its
uses, but looking at three differ-

ent windows on one screen
(assuming the technology that
allows you to connect to two different cases at the same time)
will ruin your vision more surely
than those naughty practices you
were warned about as a child.
Cost: Access costs money . A
treatise like Appleman on Insurance may be available online. But
if you are going to use it n umerous times and pay every time
you do, it may be more cost
effective to purchase t he book.
Authenticity: Much of the information (particularly that on
the Internet) is of questionable
reliability. The physical item
verifies authorship and insures
that documents have not been
corrupted (either intentionally or
accidentally). When you are
using information to prepare
business documents or argue in
court, you 'd better make sure
that what you are relying on is
really what it purports to be.
There are other reasons that
books will remain an integral
part of the library for the foreseeable future . But hopefully
those mentioned above are
enough to convince you that the
library in the new law school
building has been carefully considered and designed .
And, by the way, there will
still be library personnel to help
you access the information you
need in whatever format it is
available. Barring my hitting a
m.ultiple longshot P ick Six at
Emerald Downs, I' ll be one of
them.
-Kelly Kunsch

THIRD FLOOR
Law library
Collections
Administrative offices
Administrative work space
Study areas
Study rooms
Law Review
Seminar rooms
Faculty offices
Technical support offices

COURT LEVEL
Online classroom
Semina r room
95-seat classroom
102-seat classroom
106-seat classroom
Library open stacks
Student lockers

FOURTH FLOOR
Law library
Collections
Stud~ areas ;'
StudY rooms
Faculty otftces

• FIRST FLOOR

In the fa ll, when architects came to the
Law School with a model of the new
building, they brought a video showing
some of the features, including this
depiction of a proposed classroom.
Students were delighted to hear that the
classrooms will have moveable seats.
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LAw ScHOOL NATIONAL ALUMNI CouNCIL's
SECOND ANNUAL MEETING IN SEATTLE
WAs A THOUGHT-PRovoKING EvENT

h e second annual meeting of
the National Alumni Council,
held on the Seattle University
campus in June, was a two-day
event filled with informative discussions, stimulating proposals,

and plenty of good ideas exchanged among council members from across the country,
selected faculty, and law school
administrators .

News about the new law
building and the fund -raising
campaign was interspersed with
sessions in which faculty members described exciting ideas for
new programs.

On this page are pictures of
some of the thoughtful people
who worked to plan programs
for the next year.

~------------·~----~

At the opening session of the
National Alumni Council,
members heard Father John
Whitney, S.]., speak on the
ethical dimension of leadership.

Professor Sheldon Frankel
discussed a Center for
Support of Small-Firm
Practice.

Professor David Skover
described an Institute for
Law, Information &
Technology, one of a trio
of "in -the -talkingstages" proposals.

Service Center.

Professor Eric Chiappinelli
described the new law building.

Lloyd Herman '85 of Port
Washington, N.Y.

Leann Kothen '95 of
Tacoma

Anita Crawford-Willis '86 of Seattle

John Worden '89 of
Lafayette, Calif

Tom Clerkin '77 of
Bel Air, Calif

Nathan Mellman '93 of
Columbus , Ohio

Sandra Andina' 75 of
Chicago makes a point
in a group planning
Robert Cumbow '91 of Bellevue
& Chip Goss '92 of Seattle

Albert Thurmond '87,
senior development officer

Frank Edmondson Jr.
'82 of Olympia &
Ruth Reukauf '87 of
Yakima

A gang of good sports brought the meeting to a rousing conclusion.
Photos by Ross Mulhausen

RodFleck '94ofForks, Wash.
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FINDING YOUR SPECIAL NICHE:
MANY GRADUATES BEGIN IN EsTABLISHED FIRMS
THEN BRANCH OuT ON THEIR OwN
Good firms provide solid foundations . ..
I n every issue Lawyer reports
on a number of graduates who
have decided to put their own
name on the door.
In the Alumni Notes, we give
you the bare bones: names of
graduates who've spent several
years in large and mid-sized
firms- or in prosecutor's and
public defender's offices, in government or corporate positions,
and in a variety of other pursuits- who have started a new
practice either as a solo practitioner or with one or two likeminded attorneys.
For example, look on page 14
and you'll see that Irene Fisher
'78, "previously with Graham &
J ames/Riddell Williams, has
forn1ed a new municipal-finance
firm with two colleagues."
What you won't see there, is
why a threesome described by
the Puget Sound Business ]oumal
as "one of the region's busiest
groups of public -finance attorneys" wanted to move out on
their own. And you won't see
that these three partners-Irene
Fisher, Harvard law graduate
Daniel Gottlieb, and Notre
Dame law graduate Judith
Andrews- had worked as a nearly
autonomous group, almost a
"firm within a firm," at Graham
& James before they decided recently to form the boutique firm
of Gottlieb, Fisher & Andrews.
Or that lawyers at both firms say
the split was amicable and they
plan to refer business to each
other.
On the next four pages, you 'll
learn about some of our gradu ates who reported earlier about
forming their own firms. The
articles, written by Judi Lemos
'98, Jon Scott '99, and Devra
Sigle-Hermosilla '00, describe
why these attorneys decided to
go it alone or with a few partners, and how those decisions
have worked out.

G oing into solo law practice
after years of working at a law
firm doesn't mean you sever all
connections to your former law
firm, as Virginia DeCosta '89
knows .
A highly regarded personalinjury attorney, she opened the
DeCosta Law Firm along
Tacoma's picturesque Com-

mencement Bay in August 1996,
after seven years with the
Messina Law Firm. With one of
her cases then coming up on appeal, John Messina asked her to
remain on that case. Her acceptance meant she stayed on a case
that may lead to a statewide
change in the way statutes of
limitation are computed in personal injury cases.
The case involved a woman
who had sued pharmaceutical
companies for injuries resulting
from her mother's ingestion of
Diethylstilbestrol (DES) in 1966.
The trial court had dismissed the
plaintiff's claims against the
manufacturers of DES, finding
the statute of limitations expired
three years after the plaintiff
learned of abnormalities in her
cervix when she was a teenager
in 1981.
However, DeCosta, Messina,
and colleague Stephen Bulzomi
'85 appealed to the Washington
State Court of Appeals, Division
I, arguing that cervical anomalies
discovered when she was 14 did
not lead to knowledge that the
plaintiff would have difficulty
having children. Those injuries
indicated only a strong predisposition to cancer. Only much
later, after learning she had aT shaped uterus, a malformation
connected to a developing female
fetus' exposure to DES, did the
plaintiff file suit against the
manufacturer of DES. She did so
only two years after learning of
her malformed uterus and less
than a year after difficulty experienced during her first preg nancy.
The manufacturers argued
the plaintiff should have filed
suit within three years of discovery of her cervical abnormality.
But, says DeCosta, "She
didn't know she had a cause of
action for reproductive rights
until she tried to reproduce. We
can't ask teenagers to go out and
reproduce just so they don't lose
their cause of action."
DeCosta, Messina, and
Bulzomi asked the court to find a
"two-injury" rule for statutes of
limitation when one exposure actually creates separate and distinct injuries. They argued that
the same exposure to DES actually resulted in two injuries, the
cervical anomalies that left the
plaintiff predisposed to cancer
and the malformed uterus with

the resulting reproductive difficulties. The attorneys argued
that the second injury should not
be subject to the initial statute of
limitations.
"The statute of limitations on
the cancer was three years from
discovering it and yes, she blew
that. But she only learned of the
reproductive rights injury later
and filed suit within the statute
of limitations on that injury,"
DeCosta said .
The Division I panel agreed,
ruling the statute of limitations
"does not begin to run until the
plaintiff knew or should have
known she had an injury she
could not have discovered earlier." Green v. Eli Lilly (1997).
The manufacturers have appealed to the Washington State
Supreme Court.
Her work at Messina and in
her own firm h as convinced her
that "now is really the time to
be a part of shaping the law,"
she said.
In her solo practice, located in
a building that juts out onto
Puget Sound, DeCosta practices
in the areas of plaintiff's personal injury and employment
law. In addition to representing
plaintiffs in sexual harassment
cases, she performs internal investigations of alleged sexual harassment for companies.
In addition, DeCosta has
been an independent guardian
ad litem for the past five years,
making sure minors' best interests are represented in personal
injury settlements. As an advocate, she likes being on the side
of the underdog and enjoys
"making a difference in someone's life, rather than just representing some huge conglomerate."
And with a couple of six-figure
settlements to the DeCosta Law
Firm's credit, she's increasingly
making a difference.
About setting up her own
practice, DeCosta cites the fl exibility gained by being her own
boss and the personal freedom to
shape her own law practice. For
example, if she works all weekend and takes Monday off, she
suffers only self-imposed guilt
feelings, she said.

Virginia DeCosta '89

"There are so many courtimposed deadlines and motions,
you begin to scream for time you
can control," DeCosta said. "I
was yearning for more flexibility,
and I found it."
Then there's the business side
of running a law firm. Now
DeCosta is employer, personnel
manager, marketer, and finance
department in addition to being
a lawyer. These new responsibilities have given her a new
perspective, especially when it
comes to employment law, she
said. She believes that being an
employer has helped her become
a "more well -rounded professional and advocate."
But for every plus, DeCosta
said , a negative exists. The
financial well -being of the firm
is her responsibility, so she
makes sacrifices in her salary to
ensure her staff is paid, the bills
are paid, and there is a big chunk
of change in the bank. She finds
her sacrifices to be well worth it.
"The key thing is that the
staff knows everything is okay,"
DeCosta said. "In the long run,
it will all work out."
DeCosta misses the camaraderie of working alongside other
attorneys and being able to walk
down the hall and bounce ideas
about case strategy off a colleague .
"You don't necessarily have
that in solo practice," she said.
When DeCosta started working at the Messina Law Firm,
there were six attorneys with a
large support staff. The firm was
a wealth of information. She not
only learned about law and developing resources, but was also
exposed to a wide variety of
cases. This, in addition to theresources she gained working for
such a respectable firm, helped
DeCosta make a solid transition ,
she said.
DeCosta's talent for shaping
the law was recognized last year
when she was named "One of
the Top 10 Female Litigators in
Washington" by Washington
journal.

R ichard J. Birmingham '78
is a man of the world. The walls
of his office are decorated with
pictures he took on a photosafari in Africa . A bicycling
enthusiast, he has completed a
cross-country tour of America.
He has also biked across Siberia-a 4,200 mile trip that has
been completed by bicycle only
three times in history. And he
has climbed Mt. Kilimanjaro.
So you might be surprised to
find out he's a tax lawyer.
Which isn't to say that taxation- pensions and employment
benefits to be precise-was
always his first interest.
"When I went to law school I
had shoulder-length h air, drove
a motorcycle, and was going to
be in the ACLU," he reflected,
slightly amused, adding, "I took
income tax because it was arequired course. I kind of read the
nutshell a couple of days before
the exam. That was the extent of
my tax knowledge."
After graduating from law
school in 1978, he biked across
country for three months while
waiting for the Bar exam results
to come out; then he went into
general practice with a small
firm in Tacoma. After about
four months he realized that this
kind of work was not what he
envisioned doing for the rest of
his life.
"The ACLU issues are kind
of sexy in the case book, but in
real life, very few of your clients
have constitutional arguments
that you can pursue all the way
up to the Supreme Court," he
said. "Most of the stuff I was
doing was routine and mundane."
Birmingham decided to make
himself more marketable by going back to school for an LL. M.
in taxation at Boston University.
Upon graduation in 1980, he
went to work in Portland for a
small firm that specialized in
pension law. In 1982, he signed
on with Davis Wright Tremaine
in Seattle, where his job was
originally designated as 50 percent corporate law and 50 percent
pension law.
"As a practical matter, they
had a lot more pension work
than anything else-and nobody
to do it-so I just did 100 percent
pension work from day one," he
recalled.
He made partner after four
years.
-Continued on next page-
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IN SMALL BouTIQUEs AND SoLo PRACTICES
ALUMS FIND FLEXIBILITY AND PERSONAL REWARDS
No interminable partnership meetings, successes are your own . ..
-Continued from last pageAfter spending several years
at Davis Wright, he and some
colleagues who were also pension
and benefit partners in large
firms began to informally discuss the possibility of forming a
pension boutique. The matter
came up occasionally from year
to year, and then one day, "We
all met and we all had had bad
days, and we just decided to do
it," he remembered. "We put
Devitt Barnett in charge of finding office space and before we
could change our minds, he had
signed a lease."
In late 1993, the firm of Birmingham, Thorson & Barnett
was born.
Not that the move was made
without some trepidation.
"In a big firm, you have 300
other attorneys who are referring
clients to you, and a corporate
client base that is always turning
around; over here, you have to
be the referral source, and do the
work, and everything else."
There was also the issue of
job security.
"At a big firm, you can coast
to a degree- you can ride at a
certain level and make a fairly
good salary for a fairly long time.
There is a big safety net that
isn't there in a small firm," he
said.
In the end, however, an overriding reason for leaving the big
firm was to escape the suffocating administrative responsibilities .
"The biggest advantage to us
is that we don't have to do any of
the administrative things," he
notes.
"We were all heavily involved
in administration at our old
firms because of our (pension)
expertise," he recalled, noting
that at their large firms they
were often called on to aid in
intra-firm decisions regarding
pensions, retirement, mergers,
and partnership shares. Birmingham figures he spent between
700-800 hours a year on this
type of administrative work-in
addition to billing 1,800 hours
per year to outside clients.
And now?
Amused, he responds: "We
had one partnership meeting the
first month we were h ere and we
voted to never have another
one."
There were also personal rewards to be had in breaking
away from the big firm.

"If you're the type that really
wants to bust your butt and
make a mark, it's hard to do that
and get rewarded at a big firm,"
he said. At their small firm, the
rewards are directly proportional
to the effort-whether one works
10 hours on a Saturday or
handles $100 million cases on
contingency.
"Each of the attorneys knows
that if you work hard, you get
the money, and if you don't, you
don't get paid," he said.
The size of their firm also allows for flexibility in scheduling.
Two of the partners have cut
their work week down to four
days, and a part-time associatewho is busy raising three chil dren- works whenever she can.
"There's a lot of flexibility, so
we can pretty much do whatever
we want," he said.
In the end, the move turned
out to be a great success, in large
part due to the attorneys' collective reputation in the pension
and benefits field.
"Within the first couple of
months of opening our shop, we
got calls from the State of Washington, Fred Hutch, and Group
Health- all unsolicited," he
notes with a smile. "So we didn't
have any problem filling in the
gaps."
The firm of four partners and
one part-time associate now
oversees 1,400 client files, ad ministering both standardized
and custom benefits packages,
advising on a variety of taxation
issues, and providing representation in ERISA (Employment
Retirement Income Security
Act) litigation.
And are there any plans to expand the firm?
"No, not really," Birmingham
said . "We kind of like the size
right now. The dynamics of our
type of practice works well at
this size, and if you get too big,
you start losing that." As an afterthought, he adds, "We might
at some point decide to merge
back into a big firm-when
we're 55 or 60-and retire out .
That's always a possibility in
this market."
It seems unlikely, however,
that retirement would slow Richard Birmingham down. It
would just give him more time
to meet new challenges- wherever in the world he could find
them .

A ttorney Julie Weigand
Carey '88 has reason to be excited this year, both personally
and professionally. She will become the first female president
of the Tacoma- Pierce County
Bar Association in the spring,
nine months after she went out
on her own and opened a law
firm in Tacoma. Add to that the
fact that she got married this
past summer and is busy building a dream house in Puyallup
and she has plenty of reason to
smile.
Currently vice president of
the Tacoma-Pierce County Bar
Association, Weigand Carey will
assume the top position of the
1, 100-member bar association in
March .
"Any time you do something
that's a first, it's important," she
said. "The state bar association
had its first woman president 10
years ago and it's taken Pierce
County 10 years to follow."
Weigand Carey intends to
make the most of her top slot,
with plans to reach out to minority groups within the bar association.
"Now that I've broken
thro ugh that glass ceiling, I want
to get more of our racial minority members involved in the bar,
including putting them on the
board. The past three bar association presidents have been
pushing diversity issues, but it
hasn't been as much as I want to
see done. Maybe because I'm a
member of a minority, I can do
some things that they haven't,"
she said.
Weigand Carey is doing important things in her career as
well. She's chosen to leave the
relative security of a large law
firm for the insecurity of opening her own firm.
Weigand Carey joined colleague Jacqueline Lee in opening
Weigand & L ee P.L.L.C. in
Tacoma in June, spurred on by
changes in her personal life.
Marriage to Mark Carey on July
4 doubled the size of her family.
Julie has two children, Amelia,
6, and Michael, 9; Mark has two
daughters, SooMe, 9, and
Quinn, 12. Weigand Carey says

she needed to have more control
over her schedule so she could
spend more time with her enlarged family. So she opened the
firm, which specializes in family
law, two weeks before the wedding . And she hasn't regretted it.
"I've never been happier,"
she said. "I finally feel I can do
the things I want to do with my
children. My youngest is in kindergarten and I can work one
day a month in class. I'll make it
fit into my life by scheduling it,
just like I schedule everything
else."
But it wasn't just family considerations that led Weigand
Carey to leave Gordon Thomas
Honeywell Malanca Peterson &
Daheim in Tacoma after she had
become a "member," similar to a
partner, in the firm . She had
been with the firm for four
years, after having spent four
years with Vandeberg Johnson &
Gandara in Tacoma. While she
was successful, she wasn't always comfortable working for a
large law firm .
"It always felt like someone
was watching over me to make
sure I didn't make a mistake.
That forces you to focus more on
your goals and your career suc cess rather than your clients'
goals and successes. That wasn't
what I wanted to be doing," she
said.
Also, Weigand Carey said
that as an attorney in a large firm
she was more likely to deal with
the "rich and famous ." How ever, she went to law school to
help "real people" and she
missed not spending more time
doing so.
In addition, financial considerations influenced her decision.
She said the overhead in a large
firm is "extremely high," but
there is much less overhead in a
sm all firm.
"My overhead is a fraction of
what it was at Gordon Thomas,"
she said.
The eight years spent in
larger firms helped a great deal
in setting up her own firm,
Weigand Carey said. She learned

Julie Weigand Carey '88

Richard Birmingham '78

management skills, computer
skills, networking techniques,
and ways to work with other attorneys in establishing and
maintaining business relationships. All are essential to operating a two -attorney firm such as
Weigand & Lee, she said.
Opening a new business,
whether in law or any other area,
comes with worry about where
the clients will come from and
whether bills will be paid. However, Weigand & Lee was a success within a couple of months
of opening its doors , so those
worries have diminished, she
said.
One problem that has yet to
be resolved is the lack of a secretary at Weigand & Lee . The two
partners must do everything
from answering the phone to filing to typing up client letters.
The phone has been the cause of
much frustration because if both
attorneys are with clients or in
court, an answering machine
picks up the calls. In the highly
emotional world offamily law,
an answering machine is an unsatisfactory substitute.
"When a client calls with a
problem," she said, "no one is
there to calm them down. Even
if it is a relatively small problem,
to them their world is exploding
and they want to talk to someone."
Despite the problems, there
have been pleasant surprises.
One of those was the reaction of
other solo practitioners and
small firms in the area. Many offered help to the fledgling firm ,
including offering staff to assist
the new firm should it be necessary .
"These are our competitors
offering us the use of their staffs.
These are the people we're up
against in court every day and
they're being so supportive of
us," W eigand Carey said. " It' s
amaz1ng."
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WHEN you SET THE RULES
DECISIONS CAN BE SwiFT
AND SUNNY DAYS CAN BE SHORT
Schedules are malleable, disagreements are few . ..
L ooking out the big picture
window on the 55th floor of
Two Union Square in Seattle,
with a view of the Space Needle,
Lake Union and Puget Sound,
it's easy to believe that you're in
an executive office of a partner at
a very large law firm. But these
are the comfortably furnished
offices of the small, comfortably
staffed law firm of Bush Strout
& Kornfeld. In fact, comfort and
accommodation are the hallmarks of their practice.
"We have one hard and fast
dress code rule with our associates ," joked Gayle Bush '76,
one of the founders. "If they
come to work wearing a tie on a
day when they don't have to go
to court, they're fired."
Which isn't to say they don't
take their practice seriouslytheir client list, after all, includes
many of Seattle's major banks.
They just want to ensure that
the atmosphere in their office is
less rigid than in some larger
firms. The opportunity to have a
more relaxed management style
was one of the reasons David
Strout '79 and Gayle Bush,
along with Armand Kornfeld,
formed their partnership in
1992, a practice which specializes in bankruptcy law and commercial litigation.
Strout and Bush didn't know
each other in law school. Bush
began in 1973, going to classes
in the evening while holding
down a full time job at Boeing
during the day. During his last
year, he also worked weekends
for a bankruptcy firm in Seattle,
a firm which later employed him
full time, after he had finished a
one-year judicial clerkship with
Washington State Supreme
Court Justice James J . Dolliver.
Strout began his study of law
in 1976. By the time he gradu-

ated in 1979, he was lead articles
editor for the Law Review. Following graduation, he undertook
a two-year judicial clerkship
with U.S. District Court Judge
Jack Tanner.
Both men graduated cum
laude .
Both men also met their
spouses when they were law
students. Linda Strout '79 is
currently the General Counsel
for the Port of Seattle. Bush's
wife, Mary Ellen Hudgins '76,
is Development Director for the
Seattle Academy of Arts and
Sciences.
Strout and Bush didn't get to
know each other until 1984. Fol lowing his clerkship with Judge
Tanner, Strout joined Culp,
Dwyer, Guterson & Grader,
then a firm of 22 lawyers. By
1982, Bush had started up his
own practice along with two
other attorneys. By 1984, Culp
had grown to over 50 attorneys,
and sought to become still bigger
by merging with Bush's threeattorney practice. The two firms
eventually merged.
"David was one of the few
designated lawyers at the firm
that I dealt with," Bush recalls of
the merger process. "He was
very instrumental in talking me
into joining, and we became
friends."
Ironically, Strout left the firm
15 months after the merger to
join four other attorneys who
had started their own practice.
Still , the two stayed in contact,
and, over the years, they talked
about practicing together. On
July 1, 1992, that talk blossomed
into partnership: Bush left his
position as partner and head of
bankruptcy at Culp, and joined
Strout, who left Danielson,
Harrigan & Tollefson, a firm of
15 attorneys in which he was a
partner.

"Whenever you have medium-to-large size law firms,
you have an infrastructure which
includes many rules and regulations that deal with employees,"
Bush said in explaining why
both wanted a kind of flexibility
and accommodation lacking in
large firms. "David and I always
try to be flexible. On sunny
days, its not unusual for us to
tell everyone to go home at 2 or
3 o'clock. In a big firm, you just
can't do that."
This flexibility also extends
to the regular scheduling of staff.
The attorneys allow their personnel to come in early and leave
early, or to come in late and
leave late, depending on individual needs and preferences.
Their own schedules are equally
malleable.
"Gayle likes to fish and has
recently taken up golf, so he
comes in early and takes off in
the afternoon," notes Strout. "I
don't like to be here on Fridays,
so I'm not unless I absolutely
have to be. This kind of practice
gives us the flexibility to do that
without resentment."
The bottom line is clear: "We
all know what we have to do and
nobody cares whether its done at
home or at night or whatever."
Both men feel that this kind
of flexibility is important. "The
professional part of our lives is
so structured that little things
like coming in casually or being
able to accommodate someone's
schedule can make a big difference," said Strout.
Another important attribute
of a small practice is the ability
to make business decisions efficiently.
" In a law firm of larger size,
there are always differences on
business decisions and basic firm

philosophy between people who
have strong opinions on an issue
and strong opinions on their own
self worth," Bush said , adding,
"In a small firm where you
hand-pick your partners from
day one, you don't have to spend
a lot of time struggling through
disagreements."
Strout agrees, noting, "We've
been able to make significant decisions in less time than it would
take large firms to pick the committee to make the decision, or
to schedule the meeting at which
the decision would be made .
That's an important aspect of a
smaller firm."
There is also much less potential for conflicts of interest, a
problem which is especially sen sitive in the bankruptcy field .
"In chapter 11, which is what
I do," Bush explains, "the cases
will frequently have hundreds of
creditors, and often a large law
firm would have represented
some of them at some point. It's
very easy to avoid these conflicts
at a smaller firm."
Still, the two attorneys value
the time spent and relationships
made while they were employed
at large firms. Strout noted that
he has maintained close relationships with his former firms and
that they are "a regular source of
referrals for us, and that has
been an important factor in our
success."
In the final analysis, Bush
Strout & Kornfeld's accommodating approach to management
has enhanced the firm's reputation in the Seattle legal community.
"We hear nice things around
town from judges and other lawyers who hear that this is a good
place to work," Strout said, "and
I think that it is."

A

trial attorney who decided
to set up his own litigation practice in 1988 has just completed a
year as president of the Nevada
Trial Lawyers Association.
Patrick J. Murphy '80, a
solo practitioner in Las Vegas,
litigates personal injury, medical
malpractice, and products liability for plaintiffs. But throughout
1997, as head of the 1,200 -member state trial lawyers association,
he devoted much of his time to
staving off the insurance-defense
industry's attempt to reform
Nevada laws at the expense of
personal injury plaintiffs and
attorneys.
As president, Murphy's job
was to represent the interests of
the state's trial lawyers and that
meant fighting the insurance
industry's attempts to limit
liability through so-called reforms, he said. The association
was successful at doing just that.
During the 1997 legislative
session, the insurance industry
had proposed caps on awards for
pain and suffering and attorney's
fees, no-fault automobile insurance, and medical malpractice
reform.
Those proposals might have
found favor in the conservative
Nevada Legislature, where trial
lawyers aren't exactly the best
friends of representatives from
rural areas of the Silver State.
However, Murphy said that between the association's lobbyist
and trial attorneys' efforts, all
of the offending legislation was
defeated.
"For the first time, we didn't
take a big hit during a legislative
session," Murphy said.
In addition, major reforms in
how managed care organizations
and health management organizations operate were successfully
passed through the efforts of the
trial lawyers association and
doctors, Murphy said.
The time spent pushing association issues in Carson City,
Nevada's capital, meant his own
practice in Las Vegas suffered.
''I'm just now digging out,"
he said . "The reason I took (the
presidency) was because somebody had to do it, but it's espe-

- Continued on next page-
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SoLo PRACTITIONERS PROVIDE LEADERSHIP
IN MANY PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
Nevada trial lawyers, Washington women lawyers ...
-Continued from last pagecially hard to do it as a solo practitioner."
Murphy's career in law might
have begun in Anchorage,
Alaska, after he graduated from
law school in December 1980.
He'd accepted a job there . He
was ready to go. Then, over
Christmas break, he visited Las
Vegas with a roommate who
lived there.
"We got to Las Vegas and it
was 70 degrees and not a cloud
in the sky. I interviewed with
four firms and got two offers and
accepted one. I've been here ever
since," Murphy said.
Murphy started out in insurance defense at the Las Vegas
firm. One of the highlights of his
years in that practice was his
successful defense of two Las
Vegas police officers and the Las
Vegas Metropolitan Police Department from wrongful death
charges. The officers had shot
the son of a union leader from
Chicago and the family sued for
$22 million.
"We offered a $2 million
settlement, but it went to trial.
We got a defense verdict,"
Murphy said.
Murphy worked his way up
to shareholder, but left that firm
to set up his own practice in
1988.
"I had back surgery and no
longer called these people (plaintiffs) malingering wimps. It's
amazing how it changes how you
view them when you become one
of them," Murphy said.
Since opening his own firm,
Murphy has had large successes
"although no multi-million dollar ones." Two years ago,
Murphy got an $850,000 settlement in a slip-and-fall case. The
plaintiff was injured when he fell
backwards into a door jamb
when a tile came loose. His injuries necessitated four back surgeries, four elbow surgeries, and
installation of a morphine pump
to handle chronic pain. The litigation process was difficult because no one knew why the tile
came loose.
"This is one of those cases
where you put your head down
and keep going on depositions,"
Murphy said. "Then we literally
deposed the janitor and he remembered someone who was
fixing the tile."

t

That "someone" was a construction company that had not
been named in the initial lawsuit. The construction company
had done a poor job of repairing
the tile and that led to the accident and injury to the plaintiff.
Murphy joined the construction
company to the lawsuit. The
bulk of the $850,000 settlement
came from that construction
company.
"It's very important in these
cases not to let discovery drag
on. If we didn't find out about
the construction company, the
statute would have run and we
wouldn't have been able to bring
in the construction company,"
Murphy said .
Murphy is currently involved
in another construction industry
case. The plaintiff, a truck
driver, was delivering items to a
site. The person operating the
forklift accidentally dropped a
2,000-pound pallet on the
plaintiff's head. The plaintiff
survived, but suffered serious injuries. Murphy expects that case
to go to trial some time in 1998.
In addition to his litigation
practice, Murphy is also a special master in the 8th Judicial
Court on construction defect
cases. The number of construction defect cases has mushroomed as Las Vegas continues
to undergo a building boom that
began with construction of new
luxury hotel -casinos. The potential for large amounts of damages
in those cases leads to contentious discovery, Murphy said.
"They picked me because I
can get 40 lawyers in a room
talking instead of yelling," he
said.
Murphy is also a colleague of
the Nevada Law Foundation.
The Foundation promotes legal
education for the public as well
as undertaking pro bono projects
and funding legal services.
Murphy's wife, Nancy, is
a sales executive with the Las
Vegas Visitors and Convention
Authority.

H anging out her shingle on
Vashon Island after being an attorney in a Tacoma firm for 12
years, Susan Keers '82 now
finds herself practicing more law
than before. She also finds she
has more time for her children.
Keers, who practices in the
areas of personal injury and employment discrimination, says
that leaving a law firm in favor
of going solo "simplified my
life." After working at Rush,
Hannula, Harkins & Kyler since
1982, she left in 1995. Her plan
then was to spend more time in
her community on Vashon Island and to be closer to her three
children, all of whom attend
school on the Puget Sound island
that stretches from just north of
Tacoma to just west of Seattle.
"I wanted to be able to make
parent-teacher conferences and
athletic events," she said.
However, Keers soon discovered that having a main office in
Tacoma and a satellite office on
Vashon Island just wasn't letting
her accomplish that goal.
"The service, the secretary,
the mail, and the files were in
Tacoma, so I found myself there
five days a week and that wasn't
what I wanted," Keers said.
So the satellite office became
the only office for Keers. The
transition out of Tacoma and
onto the island was no problem,
she said.
"It went very, very smoothly.
I knew in advance this was what
I wanted and pretty much didn't
miss a beat. I was billing the
very first month," Keers said.
On Vashon Island, Keers and
her secretary have split the duties in running the office, with
the secretary handling the bookkeeping, taxes, and many other
administrative tasks, "but I do
the law," Keers said.
"There are a lot fewer details
when you're by yourself," she
said, adding, "That sounds
strange because there are more

administrative things, but being
by yourself really simplifies your
practice."
Keers recently decided to stop
taking new family law clients.
She said family law can be fun,
but she said the high stress level
contributed to sleepless nights,
and overdue accounts receivable
in family law cases added to the
anxiety. So she stopped handling
new family law cases, a decision
for which she had to seek prior
approval from no one. That's
just one perk of being a solo
practitioner.
However, being the only one
who handles the law practice is
why Keers finds herself spend ing far more time on legal issues
than she did while working in a
firm.
"If there's one thing that's
surprising, it's that I've spent
more time practicing law. I'm
the only one who writes the
briefs and edits the briefs. I'm
the only one who makes sure I
make the deadlines. I have no
associates. I have no interns. I'm
it," she said .
But while she finds herself
practicing more law, she also
finds herself with more time for
her children, ages 1 5, 12, and 9.
"I 've found my children need
more parental time and guidance
from both their father and
mother the older they get. Of
course, they need me for things
like carting them around because
they aren't old enough to drive.
But they also need more emotional support. Because I'm on
Vashon all the time except when
I have to go to court, they always
know where to contact me,"
Keers said.
The children can also get in
touch with their father, but Keers
said her husband isn't as able to
drop everything at a moment's
notice as he used to be.

"My husband just went to
work with the school district on
Vashon after 1 5 years of being at
home (caring for the children),"
she said.
When Keers does have to
leave the island for court appearances, she must take a ferry. In
15 years, she has only once been
forced to call the court to say she
would be late because of ferry
problems. And on that day, she
was only about 30 minutes late,
she said.
"These are commuter ferries.
They're very dependable," she
said.
In addition to her law practice
and her family, Keers is active in
the Washington Women Lawyers Association. She is immediate past president, having
vacated the presidency on October 1. She is currently secretary
of the newly formed Washington
Women Lawyers Foundation,
which raises money to further
some goals of the association
that would otherwise have no
funding source.
"All membership dues do is
keep the association going and
pay the executive director's salary. They don't cover the things
we want to do, like Gender and
Justice seminars or seed money
for other projects. Someday we
hope the foundation will be big
enough that we can do all the
things we want," Keers said.
However, Keers said going
solo doesn't give an attorney
more time for such activities
compared to an attorney who
works in a firm. Travel consumes a large amount of time,
but Keers was able to visit each
district in the state during her
year at the helm of the 800member Washington Women
Lawyers Association.
"It wasn't easy. But you just
do it," she said.
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REMEMBER WHEN?

NOTED PUBLIC INTEREST
LAWYER Is OuR NEw
CLINICAL LAW PROFESSOR

Glimpses of our history . ..

***

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO
"Law School opens to 400 students" read a local headline on September 5, 1972, as the University of Puget Sound Law School held its
first classes in a rented building at 8811 S. Tacoma Way in the
Benaroya Business Park. (Records show that 437 actually enrolled.)
Press releases published at the time reported that 10 percent of the
entering class were women. The great majority of students came
from Washington, but records show 89 from other western states, 25
from the East, and 8 from Alaska. Slightly less than two-thirds of the
students attended day classes, while the rest were in the state's only
evening program in law.
Dean Joseph Sinclitico Jr. and James E. Beaver were the only full
professors; Richard Settle was the only associate professor. Assistant
professors included Thomas R . Heitz (assistant librarian), Thomas J.
Holdych, Anita Steele (librarian), Peter Tillers, John W . Weaver,
and Charles B. Wiggins. Reportedly, a majority of the students peti tioned to fire two of the five teaching staff in the first year.
According to the school's Bulletin, applying to the law school the
first year cost $10. Full-time tuition was $1,900. A deposit of$100
was necessary to hold a seat in the fall entering class.

***

TWENTY YEARS AGO
1977 found the law school still in the Benaroya Business Park. Students complained about the roar of the jets taking off from McChord
Air Force Base and the screams from peacocks on a nearby farm,
bothersome especially during classes and final exams.
While the Bulletin informed incoming students that parking was
free, it also carried the ominous note that the evening program's future was uncertain, as was the summer program.
Dean Wallace M. Rudolph was in his second year at the helm and
busily working on a way to relocate the school to better quarters.
The size of the faculty had grown to 23 full-time members. Among
the newcomers: Sheldon Frankel, John Q. La Fond, William
Oltman, and John Strait.
The student body was becoming more diverse: of the 350 students
enrolling in 1977, 25 percent were women, 5 percent were minorities.
The application fee had doubled to $20 . Tuition had increased to
$2,700 for a first-year student, while a seat deposit had dropped to
$80. Cost of books was estimated at $175 for the year.

S eattle University's newest
clinical professor of law is Lisa
Brodoff, former legal services
attorney, one-time chief review
judge and chief administrative
law judge in Olympia, and for
more than a decade now, a
Righteous Mother.
In her 14-year career representing low-income people and
the elderly as an elder-law and
supervising attorney for the
Puget Sound Legal Assistance
Foundation in O lympia, Brodoff
became "one of the most respected public interest lawyers
in the state," according to John
Mitchell, head of the Clinical
Law Program.
As chief administrative law
judge at the Office of Administrative Hearings, Brodoff managed an agency of some 130 staff
and "did an extraordinary job,"
Mitchell said . Her duties included oversight of the hearing
process, budget development,
technology planning, development of new policies and programs, hiring and training staff,
day-to-day operations, and dealing with staff disciplinary matters.
Brodoff says she worked especially hard to see that administrative law judges received
regular training in order to keep
them "fresh, interested, and current."
A commitment to teaching
and training has been important
throughout a career in which

she's "always been training new
lawyers," she said.
Earlier, Brodoff helped to
develop both the administrative
law clinic and the trusts and
estates clinic at the Law School.
She also created an externship
for students to work with administrative law judges, helping
them write decisions . Now, as a
clinical professor, she looks forward to working alongside clinicallaw professors who are "very
innovative and willing to try new
and different things ," she said.
In addition to teaching clinical components of administrative
law and trusts and estates, she
plans to introduce a class in elder
law this summer. She's also
working to develop an elder law
clinical component.
The case load she supervised
in the fall was varied and interesting, she said. In the practice
clinic, her students took on special education cases, representing
disabled students and other students with special needs in
school districts. Her students in
administrative law had several
hearings to appeal denials of
Medicaid. In the spring semester, she'll also supervise students
in trusts and estates.
"The job is great," she said,
adding, "I just love the students.
They're so excited about getting
to do real court work. It's wonderful to see their energy and
dedication.

Professor Lisa Brodoff
"To see the transfer from
student to lawyer is an amazing
thing to witness," she said.
Brodoff came to Washington
state shortly after graduating
from Hofstra University School
of Law in 1980. She served as
legislative staff counsel for the
State Senate before joining the
Puget Sound Legal Assistance
Foundation.
As clinical law professor,
Brodoff hopes to foster in her
students "a sort of love for the
law and of working with clients
as well as working in teams and
enjoying your work."
"I've seen too many attorneys
who are miserable and hate their
j obs," she said. "I really do want
to help people discover how they
can love their work and also find
balance in their lives."
Brodoff finds her own balance
through her family and in performing with the professional
musical group, The Righteous
Mothers. She's a singer,
songwriter, and bass player in
the all-female folk group that
travels throughout this country
and Canada, often playing to
sold-out performances. The
group's recent albums, "Pesky
Angels" and "All the Rage and
None of the Calories," are available on CD.
-Katie White '00

***

TEN YEARS AGO
Located at 950 Broadway Plaza in downtown Tacoma since 1980,
the Law School was part of the Norton Clapp Law Center, a unique
experiment described by then-Chief Justice of the United States
Warren Burger in this way: "No other school in the nation can do
what you are doing here, as you draw together the three branches of
the legal profession - teaching, practice, and judgment."
Although the school was only 15 years old, the legal writing program was described by the American Bar Association as "one of the
best in the country."
Dean James E. Bond was in his second year, leading a full-time
faculty of 36 . Professor David Engdahl was awaiting a decision on
certiorari by the United States Supreme Court on a case involving a
"Bivens" -type civil claim for Indians at Wounded Knee injured by
illegal law enforcement use of military personnel.
Of the 286 first-year students in 1987, women made up 4 7 percent and minorities 10 percent. It now cost $30 to apply, an entering
student paid $8,980 in tuition, and a seat deposit had risen to $130.

***

FIVE YEARS AGO
Just 20 years after it started, the law school's graduates were notable
in the legal world . Early in 1992, Lawyer reported on 26 judges
serving in courts from Washington, D .C., to Sitka, Alaska. Closer to
home, Washington Supreme Court Justice Charles W. Johnson '76
was in his second year on the high court; Karen Seinfeld '77 became the first woman sworn in to the Court of Appeals for Division
II in Tacoma. Elaine Houghton '79, had just become the first
woman honored as Trial Lawyer of the Year by the Washington
Trial Lawyers Association, and she joined Judge Seinfeld on the
court a year later.
Word came back from alumni around the world: Rufus Yerxa
'76, was a United States ambassador stationed in Geneva, Switzerland, and working as Deputy United States Trade Representative;
Robert Maletta '81 was in Kenya, directing a primary health care
program for 50,000 Sudanese refugees.
By 1992, the faculty numbered 39, many of them prolific writers.
In the second edition of the national Faculty Scholarship Survey published this year, they again ranked among the top 50 law faculties in
scholarly research and writing.
Diversity continued to increase, as did costs. In the 1992 entering
class, more than 16 percent were minorities, while 44 per cent were
women. Tuition was now $12,480 and a seat deposit cost $150. It cost
$40 to apply. Parking was no longer free .

Boats on Lake Washington were the backdrop for the renewal of
old law school friendships for many at the Alumni Leadership
Recognition Dinner.

Supreme Court justice Charles
Johnson '76 attended a day-long
meeting of the Board of Visitors at
Seattle University, then went to the
Alumni Leadership Recognition Dinner in Kirkland , where he received the
1997 Distinguished Graduate Award.

In a surprise ceremony at the Alumni
Leadership Recognition Dinner in June,
Lucy Isaki '77, chairperson emeritus of
the Board of Visitors, received a new and
very special award. "The Majis" is an
award for doing "the most, the greatest,
the very best" for Seattle University
School of Law.
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DEAN BoND's NEw BooK FACULTY
EXPLORES RAcE, FREEDOM BRIEFS
AND RESPONSIBILITY
HWhat this country means . .. "
I t turned out to be a long road
to publication when Dean Jim
Bond set out to explore the ideas
of race, freedom, and responsibility by turning back to debates
in the Southern states on ratification of the 14th Amendment.
In fact, he had already invested a considerable amount of
time visiting major resource libraries and state archives in 11
states before he came to our law
school as dean in 1986. And he's
published two other books in the
interim.
"This book is special," he
said in describing No Easy Walk
to Freedom: Reconstruction and
the Ratification of the Fourteenth
Amendment (Praeger Publishers,
1997). "It's very unusual for a
legal scholar to undertake this
kind of time-consuming research
m pnmary sources."
The book relies principally on
period newspapers, editorials and
letters to the editor, private diaries, journals, personal letters,
campaign pamphlets and speeches,
party platforms and the like, uncovered in a number of trips to
Southern archives. But his interest in the subject began much
earlier, just after his graduation
from Wabash College in Indiana,
when he went to Mississippi for
Freedom Summer (1964) to work
registering black voters, "and was
thrown into a world I didn't
know existed," he said .
"What I saw was so inconsistent with the idea of what
America was supposed to be that
the plight of black Americans
began to prey on my mind," he
said.

"The book is, for me, a working out of what this country
means, particularly in the context of race, freedom, and responsibility."
It wasn't until 1993 that Bond
was able to get back to this special project that had already con sumed much time and thought.
''I'm proud of the time I invested in this book, and of my
effort to put myself in the shoes
of so many others and see the
world as they saw it," he said in
an interview.
In exploring the ratification
debates in such d~tail and attempting to clarify the original
understanding of the 14th
Amendment, Bond: 1) challenges
the increasingly fashionable doctrine among contemporary constitutional law scholars that the
privileges and immunities clause
incorporated the Bill of Rights;
2) demonstrates that the most
radical black leaders in the South
favored a color-blind interpretation of the equal protection
clause, as did the white Republicans who also favored ratification ("In other words, they
opposed what today would be
called affirmative action."); and
3) demonstrates that those who
ratified the 14th Amendment in
the South believed in natural law
and interpreted its guarantees in
that tradition .
Among his most provocative
conclusions: Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas is "the
singularly most authentic voice"
of the freedman's eloquent pleas
for a color-blind principle of
equality before the law.
Dean Bond dedicates the
book to Dr. Philip Phibbs,
former president of the University of Puget Sound, and "to the
students, staff and faculty of the
law school, 1986-1993, for mak ing my tenure as dean the most
rewarding experience of my professionallife."

P rofessor J anet Ainsworth
received the Outstanding Faculty Award from the Class of
1997 at their May commencement. An attorney with the King
County Public Defender's office
before joining our law faculty in
1988, Ainsworth is an expert on
topics ranging from criminal
procedure and evidence to feminist issues in jurisprudence and
Chinese law. Calling her "an inspiring teacher who stretched
our views and beliefs," the class
cited her for being "not only a
gifted and talented professor,
but also a decent and admirable
person."
In a lively session of the Law
School National Alumni Council
meeting in June, three law professors discussed ideas for programs they'd like to see initiated
after the school moves to the
Seattle campus. The ideas presented included: an Institute for
Law, Information & Technology, described by Professor
David Skover; a high-visibility
Public Service Center, outlined
by Professor Kellye Testy; and
a Center for the Support of
Small- Firm Practice, presented
by Professor Sheldon Frankel.
All three proposals, along with
other ideas, are in the "talking
and exploring" stage, Council
members were told.
'{;{

Another popular event of the
A lumni Weekend was a free
Continuing Legal Education
program presented by Legal
Writing Professor Christopher
Rideout on the subject of "Aspiring to the Model of the Civic
Lawyer." Some 200 graduates
took part in a discussion-based
on the character of Atticus Finc h
in the book, To Kill A Mockingbird-of the centuries-old notion
that lawyers have an obligation
to serve as society's collective

conscience. In November,
Rideout repeated the program
for alumni in Tacoma.
'{;{

Students who want to improve
their legal writing were advised
by a lengthy article in the September 1997 issue of Student
Lawyer to listen to our own
A n ne Enquist. Teachers of legal writing were told to heed her
advice as well in this national
publication of the Law Student
Division of the American Bar Association. Prompting the recognition was a study done by Professor
Enquist at Seattle University and
reported in Legal Writing: The
journal of the Legal Writing
Institute. Her study of students'
reactions to critiques of their legal writing prompted the student
author to praise her "reality
check for legal writing professionals" and to comment:
"Someone has finally asked law
students what they think about
their legal writing instructors'
comments. By giving a sample
group of your colleagues a
much-needed voice, Enquist has
provided new perspectives on
the efficacy of the legal writing
(and critiquing) process."
'{;{

Professor John La Fond's book,
Criminal Law Examples and Explanations, co-authored with Ri chard Singer of Rutgers-Camden
Law School, was recently published by Aspen Press. Another
of the school's prolific writers,
Professor Mark R eutlinger,
also has a new book. Evidence:
Essential Terms and Concepts was
published by Aspen Law and
Business.
Serving as a distinguished visiting professor this year is Ronald
C . Slye. From 1993-96, Profes sor Slye was associate director of
the Orville H. Schell Jr. Center
for International Rights at Yale

Law School, where he co-taught
Yale's international human
rights law clinic. He then spent a
year as a visiting professor at the
Community Law Centre at the
University of Western Cape in
South Africa. While in South
Africa, he was a legal consultant
to the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission, worked with a coagroups on
lition of advocacy
.
.
.
Issues concernmg sociOeconomic
rights under the new South African Constitution, and researched
in the areas of international
human rights and transitional
justice. He is teaching Property,
International Law of Human
Rights, and Poverty Law.
'{;{

An expert in the field of "environmental justice," a specialty
concerned with the distributional effects of environmental
policy, will serve as visiting professor in the spring. Robert R.
M. V erchick practiced environmental law with Riddell, Williams, Bullitt & Walkinshaw
(now Graham & James/Riddell
Williams) in Seattle before becoming assistant professor of law
at the University of Missouri ,
Kansas City . A former co-chair
of the Ad Hoc Committee on
Environmental Justice of the As sociation of American Law
Schools, he will teach Property
and Environmental Law: Air
and Water Regulation.
'{;{

Professor Wallace Rudolph
became dean of the Orlando
University School of Law in
Florida almost a year ago. He
came to our law school as dean
in 1976, served as dean for four
years, and as professor of law
until January 1997. His years as
dean here "were critical years,
and during those years he got every major decision right," says
Dean Bond.
There were serious moments (at left)
and lighter moments (below) as law
school colleagues bid farewell to Don
Carmichael, who retired after the
1996-97 school year. Professor
Carmichael came to the school in
1977. He served as academic chair
from 1978 to 1991 and as acting dean
from 1993 to 1996. A long-time member of the Sierra Club Board of Directors , Carmichael told the Prolific
Reporter in 1993 that his proudest
moment was "being one of the
plaintiff's attorneys in the first
Wilderness Act lawsuit. " Responding
to the reporter's question about what
he would do if he had a million dollars, he said he would "keep teaching,
play bass more, and move to Maine in
a few years . " Which he did.

D ean J im B ond

Students taking torts this summer were fortunate to have
Th omas C. Galligan J r. '8 1 at the lectern. A professor at the
Louisiana State University Law School since 1986 (where he's
been named SBA Favorite Professor six times), Galligan is
also executive director of the Louisiana judicial College. An
expert on tort reform issues, he received the fohn Minor Wisdom Award for Academic Excellence in Legal Scholarship for
1996-97 and was named the Dale E. Bennett Professor of Law
at LSU in April1997. He has served on our Law School's
Board of Visitors since 1988.

Livening up the farewell party for Professor Carmichael were (I
tor) Professor Bill
Oltman, Visiting Professor Ron Collins,
and Ana Alvemaz,
assistant director of
admission.
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SAN FRANCISCO ATTORNEY
Is PREEMINENT AuTHORITY
ON LEGAL MALPRACTICE
A unique sort of general practitioner. ..
hen a lawyer needs a lawW
yer because of a charge of legal
malpractice, Joseph McMonigle
'75 is the attorney to call.
McMonigle, a partner at
Long & Levit in San Francisco,
has worked in the area of legal
malpractice for 20 years and
chairs the ABA's Standing Committee on Lawyers' Professional
Responsibility.
"The committee is the national gathering place for everyone who is involved in legal
malpractice work, including
those providing legal malpractice
insurance, handling claims
against lawyers, defending lawyers," McMonigle said. The
committee also promotes efforts
in loss prevention and risk prevention, he said.
He served on the committee
for two years prior to being appointed chair at the ABA's August 1997 meeting. The
appointment is for a one-year
term, but McMonigle said it is
customary to be reappointed at
the end of the term.
McMonigle wants the committee to be forward thinking in
helping lawyers avoid problems
as well as helping them deal with
malpractice claims when they do
arise. To that end, the committee puts on national legal malpractice conferences twice a year.
Session topics range from how to
deal with particular issues that
arise during legal malpractice tri als to creating loss prevention
programs for law firms.

The classes of '77 and '87 combined for
a reuion in june that was enlivened by
a drawing that included some coveted
Seattle Mariners prizes. Seattle Mariners Vice President Paul !saki presented Kathleen Benedict '77 with
tickets for four reserved box seats behind home plate, donated by !saki and
his wife, Lucy I saki '77.

Long & Levit obviously has a
loss prevention program, as one
of its specialities is McMonigle's
area, legal malpractice. The
firm , with offices in San Francisco and Los Angeles, handles
everything from insurance to
toxic torts to securities to admiralty to government and election
law.
Twenty years ago, legal malpractice claims were far fewer
than today, McMonigle said.
However, the rapid increase in
the number of claims can be
traced back to the 1970s, he said .
Legal malpractice charges became popular when doctors who
were sued for medical malpractice started to sue opposing lawyers for malicious prosecution,
McMonigle said.
"I think that signalled to the
public that they could sue their
lawyers. Today clients don't
think twice before suing their
lawyers ," McMonigle said.
McMonigle didn't always
want to be the defender of fellow
lawyers. He said when he graduated from law school he wasn't
ready for the "real world." So he
clerked for Washington State
Supreme Court Justice Orris
Hamilton. The part of clerking
he enjoyed the most was its
breadth: picking up a case, finding out the area of the law that it
entailed, then learning as much
as he could about that area of the
law so he could effectively assist
Justice Hamilton in deciding the
case.

McMonigle's first law job was
with a personal injury firm in
San Francisco. While there, he
discovered that some firms were
looking for lawyers to work in
legal malpractice cases and he
decided to give it a shot.
"It seemed like I wouldn't get
bored doing it. I was going to do
it for six months. It's been 20
years now," McMonigle said.
Specializing in legal malpractice forces an attorney to have a
working understanding of just
about every area of the law.
Twenty years ago that aspect attracted him because it seemed
similar to clerking for Justice
Hamilton in that every case
would be different.
"You have to learn the area of
the law that the lawyer was involved in to defend him . So one
day I'm in antitrust and another
in securities. Some days you
wander into UCC or family law.
In a unique way , I'm kind of the
last type of general practitioner
of law, " McMonigle said.
Having an attorney for a client is much more challenging
than the average non-lawyer client, McMonigle said. Although
it's easier explaining legal concepts to a client who is an attorney, that attorney often has very
strong ideas on how to handle
his case.

For his ten-year reunion,
William F. Knowles '8 7
brought the youngest fan,
month-old Foster Knowles,
to meet law school fri ends
including Craig Stilwill '8 7.

The Hon. Bryan Chushcoff '77,
Pierce County Superior Court judge,
was especially pleased with his prize, a
baseball signed by Seattle Mariners
first baseman Paul Sorrento.

S eattle University is planning alumni events in the following
locations. The university 's new president, Father Stephen Sundborg,
S.J., plans to be at all but the May 6 gatherings.
Northern California Dinner
Tacoma
Eastside Alumni Breakfast
Anchorage
Washington, D.C.
Spokane
Yakima Lunch, Tri-Cities Reception
Downtown Alumni Breakfast

neys often find themselves
slapped with legal malpractice
suits.
"Often there's nothing wrong
with the representation except
that someone, the client, is upset
because the attorney didn't communicate with them. From the
time the client becomes upset, if
something goes wrong with the
case the client is predisposed to
look at it in a certain way," he
said.
So the moral of the story is to
pay attention to your clients by
communicating with them. Even
the difficult ones, and even when
you have a crushing case load, he
insisted.
McMonigle has been with
Long & Levit for 20 years. He
and his wife, Nancy, live in
Burlingame, outside San Francisco. They have three children:
Kate, a freshman at Georgetown
University, Lauren, a high
school senior, and David, a high
school sophomore.
-Judi Lemos '98

Seattle Mariners fan Don McCarthy '87 (center) donated some of his
Mariners tickets to the drawing and two happy couples won them: Edward
Redifer and Marie Myerchin-Redifer '87 (at McCarthy's left), jacquie
Stilwill and Craig Stilwill '87.

~-------------------------------~

January 18
January 29
February 26
March 8
March 22
April18
May6
May 21

"It's your job to back them
out when they're too involved,"
McMonigle said .
And lest one think that an attorney will understand the pressure of a caseload better than a
non -lawyer, McMonigle said
that is often not the case.
"Lawyers can be very demanding," McMonigle said.
Are some areas of law more
prone to charges of legal mal practice?
Yes, and those are the emotion-filled areas , such as family
law, personal injury, probate and
estate, and litigation. McMonigle
said those areas have winners
and losers, and sometimes only
losers. A loser starts to look
around for someone other than
himself to blame and the attorney is a likely target, he said.
Clients seem to have the most
trouble with lawyers who fail to
communicate with them, or simply don't return phone calls,
McMonigle said. When the losing verdicts come in, those attor-

Mimi Terwilliger shows off the baseball autographed by popular Mariners
second baseman joey Cora that her
husband, Robert Terwilliger '77,
won at the reunion held in june at the
Washington Mutual Tower in Seattle.
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REMEMBERING VICKIE BUNNELL:
AN ExcEEDINGLY GooD ATTORNEY
AND EQUALLY GooD PERSON
A gentle spirit, she packed lavish picnics, was learning to speak French . ..
W
e were shocked and deeply
saddened in August when we
learned of the death of Vickie
Bunnell '79. We learned of it
first when West Coast reporters
and editors began calling, wanting to know whatever we could
tell them about her law school
days.
Vickie, two state troopers,
and a newspaper editor who attempted to come to her rescue,
were gunned down in August in
Colebrook, N.H. They were
murdered by a gun-toting recluse
who nursed a grudge against her
and the town over his property
valuation.
It was Vickie's work as an
attorney, part-time judge, and
onetime selectman for a small
New Hampshire community
that made her the focus of a
madman's murderous rage.
What we found in talking with
people who knew Vickie is that
she was the kind of attorney any
law school would be proud to
claim. Honest. Ethical. Caring.
Conscientious. And, as one attorney told us, "Not only was
she an exceedingly good attorney, she was an exceedingly
good person."
Here is some more of what we
know, from an obituary in the
Union Leader-News:
"Vickie M . Bunnell, 45, of
Colebrook, died Aug. 19, 1997,
her life cut short by the shootings
that took three other innocent
tives that day. She was associate
judge of the Colebrook District
Court.
"She worked for the Ropes
and Gray law firm in Boston as
supervisor of the secretarial pool
before earning her law degree
from the University of Puget
Sound. She returned to New
Hampshire, working for attorney
Phillip Waystack for several
years before beginning her own
practice here.
"As a country lawyer, Miss
Bunnell handled cases involving

everything from cows and timber overcutting to fistfights at
bars. Her constant office companion was Tallak, an English
setter named for Metallak, the
last chief of the Coashaukee
tribe. Clients often arrived to see
the dog asleep on the couch and
to find their lawyer garbed in
anything from the latest fashion
to L.L. Bean boots, dungarees,
and an orange vest.
"But Miss Bunnell also
evolved into a lawyer well-respected for her dedication and
attention to detail in cases involving child custody, adoption,
family abuse, sexual abuse and
victims' rights.
"She was appointed associate
judge of the Colebrook District
Court by Gov. Steve Merrill in
1995. She served two terms
as selectman of the town of
Columbia and served on many
community-service boards and
committees. She was among the
first woman members of the
Colebrook Kiwanis Club.
"Her many activities and
loves in life included cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, biking,
hiking, hunting and fishing, especially in a canoe. Her specialty
was packing lavish picnics. She
mastered the art of building a
roaring fire in a few seconds, and
was learning to speak French."
Mark Bertolini '77, a solo
practitioner in Lyndonville, Vermont ("a short distance from
Colebrook as the crow flys, but
an hour and a half by roads
through these North Country
hills"), told us Vickie came to
see him shortly after setting up
her practice. Since then, he's
sent work her way, and she his.
"She was a lady of high integrity and ability," Bertolini said.
"Her reputation among other
lawyers was very good: Those
who knew her and those who
came up against her all had a lot
of respect for her. She was a very
kind person, but she also did a
darn good job of representing
her clients."

At

our law school during the
late 1970s, Cheri Filion '78 was
among Vickie Bunnell's many
friends. Now an administrative
law judge in Seattle, judge Filion
agreed to write a bit about her time
here with Vickie.
I met Vickie Bunnell during
her first year of law school. I was
already in my second year, but
the school was small and others
introduced us. My first impression was that she was quiet and
reserved, in stark contrast to myself.
The next year I was casting
about for a new roommate. Most
of us were financially struggling
to pay for law school and too
poor to get by without sharing
rent. Someone told me Vickie
was also looking for a new roommate. Somehow we hooked up
and decided to give it a go . We
looked at apartments at the end
of August and then moved in together. We didn't quite know
what to think of each other, but
we soon became good friends.
It is difficult now to remember back to all the things we did.
Certainly, I remember lots of
classes and studying. In between, we socialized with each
other and other students. There
were a couple of male first-year
students who lived just below us
and we socialized with them a
lot. Randy Aliment '80 was
one of those students and Vickie
remained friends with him for
years after law school and wrote
him often from Colebrook.
Vickie was a great cook and
many times I remember coming
home from classes to find dinner
cooking away. I especially remember one vegetarian meal
with acorn squash brimming
with butter and spices. Her
sweet mustard and raisin bread
recipes are still in my collection
of recipes.
Thanksgiving of 1977, Vickie
was unable to go home for the
holiday, as was the case for many
students from far-flung places.
So Vickie embarked on a
Thanksgiving feast for herself

Photo courtesy of the
Colebrook News & Sentinel

and other students from our
apartment. I was heading home
to Seattle for Thanksgiving, but
as I watched the preparations, I
remember wishing I could eat
with them. She made everything
from scratch including the
creamed onions, which marinated in a big pot on the deck for
at least a day.
Her parents (Earl and Irene
Bunnell) sent us regular care
packages to keep us in the goodies we couldn 't afford. One well
remembered package cam·e in the
spring and included fresh maple
syrup from Owen Brothers
Sugar House on Bridge Street in
Colebrook. Included with the
maple syrup was a bag of special
doughnuts her mother baked to
dip in the syrup. Vickie told me
we had to dip the doughnuts into
the syrup and then cut the sweet
by eating dill pickles and drinking black coffee, a local Colebrook
tradition when the sap was running and the sugar house was
boiling down the fresh syrup.
That particular afternoon, we indulged in our treat as if we were
in Colebrook ourselves. I have
never since been without syrup
from Owen Brothers, as Vickie
regularly sent me a fresh supply.
Vickie was born and raised in
rural New Hampshire. Colebrook
is a town of only 2,500 people
way up near the Canadian and
Vermont border, and is only
accessible by car. No bus, train,
or plane goes there. After her
undergraduate education, she
went to work at Ropes and Gray,
a prominent law firm in Boston,
but when she couldn't get the
paralegal position she wanted
she decided to just go to law
school herself. She ended up out
West with us.
She had also visited Greece
before coming to law school
where she had acquired a taste
for Retsina wine and feta cheese,
two tastes I have yet to acquire
in spite of her numerous efforts
to convert me. I did, however,
acquire a taste for Greek olives
from her.
In the spring of 1978, my car
broke down and I needed a ride
to my part-time work at a law
firm in Seattle. Vickie introduced me to one of her classmates who was also commuting
to Seattle to work. I commuted
with Ken McEwan for the rest of
the spring and we were married
the following year. We are now
divorced, but have two beautiful
children together.
When I graduated in May
1978, Vickie came to my graduation. When school started the
next fall, I was living back at
home in Seattle awaiting my bar
results. When they came and I
passed, I had a profound case of
the blues, i.e. NOW WHAT?

I convinced my dad to co-sign
a loan and I was off to the East
Coast. I intended to go only to
New York and Boston, but
Vickie insisted I go to New
Hampshire and stay with her
parents. I took her advice.
Then, as now, I had to rent a
car and drive four hours north of
Boston to get to Colebrook. It
was a great trip in mid-fall with
some fall color left. Her parents
were great, taking me in and
showing me around. They fed
me partridge her father and
brother hunted, showed me the
Owen Brothers Sugar House,
and took me for Chinese food in
a French restaurant in a small
town over the Canadian border.
It was the only time I was able to
get out there until her funeral.
It should be noted here that
Vickie had that New England
accent and pronounced Partridge
without the first R. She pronounced it "Patridge" with the
emphasis on the first syllable.
She couldn't find a recipe for it
one time because she spelled it
the way she pronounced it.
When I told her how it was
spelled and what I considered to
be the "correct" pronunciation,
she seemed genuinely surprised
at both the pronunciation and
the spelling.
After I returned from my
East Coast trip, it was almost
Christmas, and Ken and I went
to Tacoma for a Christmas dinner with her. She gave me a
Colebrook Cookbook for my gift
that year and it contains a lot of
her favorite recipes. I always use
it when I am looking for something down home .
In the spring of her third year,
I got married and she came to
the wedding. Then it was her
graduation. That was the second
time I met her parents. I remember her walking out wearing her
cape as I greeted her.
After she moved back to New
Hampshire, I only saw her a few
more times. There was just so
much distance between us and
we were busy trying to establish
ourselves.
I remember Vickie as a person
who loved life. She had a great
sense of humor and she was very
calm and easy going. Not much
seemed to ruffle her feathers.
She was gracious and loyal as a
friend. She always kept in contact by calls and by letters, by
Christmas cards with calendars,
and maple syrup. She was a
gentle spirit who was the last
person I expected would be the
object of someone's grudge. Her
death is all the more shocking
because of the undeserved violence directed at her and because
she was taken from us so young.
Vickie will be, and is, loved and
missed.
-Cheri L. Filion '78
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ALUM NOTES:
WHERE You LEARN WHo's PENNED A NovEL
AND WHo SAYS HE's GoT THE BEsT JoB IN THE WoRLD
Plus new jobs and new assignments . ..
1970s
T he Washington Association
of Criminal Defense Lawyers recently elected Steve Thayer '76
vice president. He is a partner in
Thayer & Muenster of Vancouver,
Wash. Board of Governors
members include Stark Follis
'85 , Anita Moceri '89, and
Marjorie Tedrick '87.
The Thurston County Bar
Association's newly elected
president is Charles E.
Szurszewski '77. Szurszewski is
an attorney for Connolly, Holm,
Tacon & Meserve of Olympia,
Wash.
Irene Fisher '78, previously
with Graham & J amesiRiddell
Williams, has formed a new municipal finance firm with two
colleagues. The new firm,
Gottlieb Fisher & Andrews, will
focu s strictly on public finance
law. The firm is located in Seattle at the Puget Sound Plaza
building.
Two alumni who joined three
other attorneys to form a new
practice are Ron Gardner '79
and Scott Clement '87. Their
firm, Gardner, Bond, Trabulsi,
McDonald & Clement in Seattle,
specializes in product liability,
construction defect, job site accident, fire, toxic torts, and general civil litigation. It also
handles both plaintiff and defendant depositions .

1980s
Judith R. Eiler '80 has been
named chair of the Washington
Judicial Education Committee
for the District and Municipal
Court Judge's Association. Last
year Eiler served as the associate
dean for the Judicial College for
the State of Washington through
the Office of the Administrator
of the Court.
"I've taken on the editorship
of the Washington State Bar
Association's Bar News magazine, a monthly publication
which is circulated among all
20,000 plus members of the state
bar association ," reports Sherrie
Bennett '81.
Pepperdine University Professor Michael Jordan '82 has
written an historical novel based
on a true story of pioneer Southern families who stood up against
slavery. The book, Crockett's
Coin, was published by Commonwealth Publications in November. Jordan was a reporter
and editor at The News Tribune
before moving to Southern California where he teaches journalism and media law at Pepperdine.
His novel is the first in a trilogy
of books following the same
families through the 1800s.

The rural life agrees with
Margaret C . Langlie '82 and
Peter W. Goddu '81 , who live
on an eight-acre farm near Lake
Wenatchee, while maintaining
law offices in Woodinville and
Leavenworth. Goddu is active in
Rotary and as a volunteer firefighter. Langlie is a founder and
director of a four-office Towne
Bank, a community business
bank, and is also active with
Habitat for Humanity.
If you visit Japan, stop in and
say "Hello" to Marcus Kosins
Jr . '83 . He was granted a license
to practice foreign law in Japan
by the Ministry of Justice in J apan and established his own law
firm. Kosins advises commercial
clients on various business and
litigation matters. He and his
wife have a three-year old
daughter and are expecting two
more children in early December.
R. Gregg Rodgers '83, an
associate with Garvey Schubert
& Barer of Seattle, has been
elected secretary for the Washington State chapter of the
American Immigration Lawyers
Association.
After fifteen years of private
practice concentrating on defendants charged with drug or sexrelated crimes, Winston Cole
Throgmorton '83, has augmented his practice to include
that of H earing Examiner for the
State of Illinois Secretary of
State . This position involves
granting or denying a driver 's
license to those with two or more
DUis.
Thomas J. Atwood '85 has
become a partner in the firm of
Armstrong, Klym, Waite &
Atwood, P.S., in Richland ,
Wash.
After retiring from the State
Superintendent of Public Instruction position in January,
Judith Ann Billings '87 began
a consulting business specializing in education of children at
risk, policy analysis of federal
and state education legislation,
and HIV I AIDS education for
education institutions, businesses, and community I professional groups. Billings is also an
active member of the Northwest
AIDS Foundation Board of Directors, National AIDS Fund
Board ofT rustees, President's

Advisory Council on HIV I
AIDS , and the Governor's Advisory Council on HIV I AIDS. She
is a frequent keynote speaker
and presenter at national conferences.
Craig E. Schuman '85 has
become of counsel to Bogle &
Gates's technology and intellectual property practice group and
leads the entertainment law
practice that handles music,
film, television, and multimedia
1ssues.
Wenatchee-based Pacific
Aerospace & Electronics Inc. has
named Sheryl A. Symonds '85
as vice president of administration and general counsel. Prior to
accepting the appointment, she
was a partner in the Seattle office
of Stoel Rives.
The newly organized Seattle
Public Utilities selected Elizabeth G. Brooks '85 as an
Executive Assistant to the Field
Operations Branch. Brooks is responsible for personnel and labor issues, emergency
preparedness, safety, strategic
and business planning, and performance measures. She is also
the departmental representative
to the Western Regional Utilities Benchmarking Group .
Kenneth Hart '85, Mike
Larson and Mark Shepherd have
formed the law firm of Larson
Hart & Shepherd P .L.L.C., with
offices in Seattle. All were for-

merly partners with Casey &
Pruzan of Seattle. Hart practices
general and commercial litigation, with a focus on real estate
law and complex business disputes.
Lane Powell Spears Lubersky
L.L.P. in Anchorage, Alaska,
has named Lawrence Z. Moser
'86 as an associate. Moser will
concentrate his practice in the
areas of insurance, aircraft, and
product liability litigation. He
was formerly with Pletcher
W einig Moser Merriner in Anchorage, Alaska.
Pakistan is the newest assignment for Brian P. Taylor '87.
Taylor works for the Federal
Bureau of Investigation.
Dana N. Mumey '88 recently accepted a position as associate general counsel for the
Regional Transportation District, based in Denver, Colo. Her
area of practice is employment
law litigation. Her husband is a
probate partner with the Denver
law firm ofLapuyade & Washington.
It's back to the United States
for Capt. Kristi Clark-Morrow
'89, who has been reassigned by
the United States Air Force
Judge Advocate General's
Corps from RAF Lakenheath,
England, to the Office of Professional Development at the
Pentagon. Clark-Morrow will be
Chief of Manpower. She married

Bravo!
I f you're a young attorney (or other professional) who wants a
break from courtroom drama, some SU law graduates want you to
check out the Seattle Opera's Bravo! Club and enjoy drama of a
different kind. The club is designed to enhance the understanding
and enjoyment of opera. Jessica Eaves '95, vice president of marketing, says the group, which ranges in age from 21 to 39, is working to develop a new generation of opera lovers in the Seattle area.
Bravo! hosts a wide variety of events, both social and educational. Lectures, seminars, and receptions are also part of an
event curriculum designed as much for fun as for education. For
example, members gathered for a wine-tasting reception at the
Columbia Winery in Woodinville in September.
Another law graduate and founding member, Kelly Meagher
'94, serves as president of the club that's grown to more than 170
young professionals in less than a year. For information on Bravo!
Club membership, call Seattle Opera at (206) 389-7680, ext.1214 .

Pictured at the Columbia Winery
event are Bravo! Club members (l tor)
Suzanne Manning '96, Julie Rader
'96, Jessica Eaves '95, Kelly
Meagher '94 and Nonnan Cheuk
'94.
Lawrence Z. Moser '86

Jessica Eaves '95 welcomed members
and their guests to the Bravo' Club
wine-tasting event.

Charles E. Szurszewski '77

Lt. Col. David B. Morrow, chief
of Computer Crime Investigations and Information Warfare
for the United States Air Force
Office of Special Investigations,
on July 4, 1997 .

1990s
Alaine Lockhart-Mollah '90
works as a special assistant to the
Governor of the Virgin Islands
with oversight responsibilities
over the Departments of Health,
Human Services and Education.
Forsberg & Umlauf, P.S. , a
Seattle law firm, recently named
John P. Hayes '91 a shareholder. Hayes continues to practice general civil defense
litigation with emphasis on
maritime and construction law ,
as well as insurance coverage defense .
After clerking for U.S. District Court Judge Carolyn
Dimmick and Justice Joseph F.
Baca of the New Mexico Supreme Court, Brian G. Bodine
'91 has joined the Seed & Berry
law firm of Seattle as an associate
in the litigation department.
Bodine's practice will involve all
areas of intellectual property
law, with a focus on patent litigation.
Immigration law is the specialty of Linda Phelps '91 who
recently joined the Law Offices
of Dan P. Danilov in Seattle.
Auburn attorney Patrick C.
Hardy '92 was awarded the
Washington State Bar Association Board of Governors Award
for Professionalism at its annual
awards luncheon in June in
Yakima.
Felicia A. Malsby '92, of
Davies Pearson, P.C., has recently been named Outstanding
Young Lawyer for 1997 by the
Young Lawyers Division of the
Washington State Bar Association .
The plight of 7 5 Japanese
Americans forced out of their
homes during World War II was
a pro bono task for Susan H.
Kitsu '92. The group was recently awarded more than $1.5
million dollars by the Depart- Continued on next page-
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-Continued from last pagement of Justice, in part as reparations to Americans of Japanese
ancestry for their internment
during World War II. Kitsu will
be working on a new case dealing
with individuals in Maui who
were also moved from their
homes after the bombing of
Pearl Harbor. Kitsu says,
"Hopefully, we can win these
cases and provide reparation
awards for these individuals as
well." Kitsu is an investigator for
the Hawaii Civil Rights Commisswn.
Patti H. White '92 has been
named director of compensation
and employment for Rayonier, at
headquarters in Stamford, Conn.
White will be responsible for
implementing and administering
Rayonier's compensation program. She will also direct the
company's diversity and employment law activities as well as
professional and non -exempt
recruiting and staffing efforts,
including college recruiting.
White has been with the company for 23 years.
As the assistant general counsel to the Public Utilities Commission of Nevada, Ann P.
Wilkinson '92 counsels and advises the commission. She also
handles litigation involving the
commission and represents the
commission at the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.
Her practice focuses on electric
and gas issues, with a growing
percentage of work being spent
on telecommunications issues.

In addition to supervising bill
drafters for the Nevada Leg islature, Bradley A. Wilkinson '92
serves as committee counsel to
the Senate Judiciary Committee.
Diana Dearmin '93 has
joined the litigation practice
group of Graham & James I
Riddell Williams in Seattle. She
previously was employed by
Williams Kastner & Gibbs.
Albert C. Roth, III '93
opened his own practice in
Kennewick, Wash. The primary
focus of his practice is business
law and estate planning, with
plans to expand in the litigation
field.
The Seattle office of San
Francisco- based Littler
Mendelson is where Eileen
Weresch-Doornink '93 will
practice labor and employment
law. She previously worked for
Preston, Gates & Ellis.
After three years in a large firm
in St. Louis, Greg Overstreet '93
and his wife have returned to the
western Washington area.
Overstreet is now working for
the Building Industry Association of Washington as general
counsel. "I have the best job in
the world; litigating land use
cases and drafting amicus briefs
for property owners. I am also a
lobbyist," he says.
Across the Atlantic Ocean,
Kim Deasy '93 is working in
London, England, as an executive compensation consultant
for the consultanting firm of
William M. Mercer.

Richard D. Brady '94 has
recently opened his own practice
in Tacoma. His practice will
concentrate on consumer protection and state/federal credit law
matters .
The Los Angeles law firm of
Countryman & McDaniel has
hired Cameron W. Roberts
'94 as an associate. His law practice areas include international
cargo loss and damage, maritime, and U.S. customs.
Tax and business law are the
specialty of}oseph Wallin '94,
who recently joined Garvey,
Schubert & Barer of Seattle.
Wallin will also be teaching individual income tax as an adjunct professor at the Seattle
University School of Law this
year. Previously, Wallinworked
for Arthur Andersen as a health
care tax consultant.
Karen Jorgensen-Peters '95
has accepted a position as an associate for the Seattle firm of
Betts Patterson & Mines.
The Big Apple is the home of
Marcel Van Ooyen '94, who
works for New York City Council member Gifford Miller as
legislative counsel. Van Ooyen's
wife, Cheryl, works in advertismg.
In August, Valerie Marushige
'95 began a new job as judicial
clerk to the Hon. Charles Z.
Smith of the Washington State
Supreme Court. Marushige also
reported that she is to be married
in December '97 to classmate
Dennis P. Burns '95, who is an

Jim Street Moves to Superior Court
O ne of King County's newest
Superior Court judges has a
name that should be immediately recognized by Seattleites.
The Hon. Jim Street '76
spent 12 years on the Seattle
City Council prior to taking
judicial office on Jan. 1, 1997.
After retiring from the council,
Street filed for a vacancy on the
Superior Court bench in the
September 1996 election. When
no one filed against him, he received the position without having to go through the general
election.
Judge Street, who graduated
from law school at the top of his
class, was elected to the Seattle
City Council in 1984. He served

as City Council President in 1994
and 1995. A highly respected
leader while on the council, he led
the city contingent that negotiated with King County for the
merger that led to the creation of
Metro, the county-wide transit
and sewer operating agency. He
also chaired the council committee responsible for establishment
of the city's Department of
Neighborhoods and chaired the
committee to review and approve Seattle's distressed area
action plans for central and
southeast Seattle.
As a council member, Street
co-sponsored and led the development of the four-year Children and Youth Action Plan to

expand city programs for at-risk
children and families. He also
initiated city legislation to put
limits on campaign contributions
and financing in city elections.
Prior to his council membership, Judge Street was a partner
at Schweppe, Krug & Tausend
in Seattle, where he specialized
in antitrust and commercial
litigation.
A 1964 cum laude graduate of
Princeton University, Street
served as a U .S. Air Force intelligence officer before returning
to earn an MP A at Princeton's
Woodrow Wilson School of
Public and International Affairs.

IN MEMORIAM
Vickie Bunnell '79
August 1997
James F. Imperiale '77
November 1996
William J. Price '77
September 1997

Julie Anne Halter '97

Jim Street '76

associate with the Law Offices
of Graves & Treyz in Tacoma.
Burns practices in the area of
personal injury and criminal
defense.
Lawrence S. Glosser '95 has
been named assistant general
counsel for Shurgard Storage
Centers, Inc. Glosser was previously with the real estate group
of Perkins Coie, Bellevue, Wash.
After finishing a clerkship
with the Hon. N. Randy Smith
of the Sixth Judicial District of
Idaho, David P. Gardner '95
has been hired as an associate by
the law firm of Moffatt, Thomas, Barrett, Rock & Fields of
Boise, Idaho. He will be working
in the firm's Idaho Falls office,
practicing in business and litigation areas . His second child, a
son, was born in March.
Scott Wheat '95 has been
promoted by the Suquamish
Tribe to tribal attorney. He is
handling land use, water, and
environmental law issues.
In February, Audrey Smith
'96 was appointed law clerk for
Judge Philip H. Brandt, Bankruptcy Judge for the Western
District of Washington. Smith
divides her time between Judge
Brandt's Seattle and Tacoma
chambers.
Toni P. Robinson '96 has
recently been named first vice
president of ADR Options
Consulting, Inc., of Seattle.
Margalit Zaltzman Chappell
'96 is now an associate in the
litigation and bankruptcy groups
of Graham & J ames/Riddell
Williams in Seattle.
Jennifer King '97 has accepted a position as an associate
with Foster Pepper & Shefelman
in Seattle.
Two 1997 graduates have
joined Williams Kastner &
Gibbs in Seattle. Julie Anne
(Tyrian) Halter '97, who was
married during the summer, will
focus her practice on environmental and land use issues.
Michael D. Sheehan '97 will
focus on general litigation, including medical malpractice and
product liability.

Margalit Zaltzman
Chappell '96

C an you help us find the following alums? Please notify
Whitney Earles in our Alumni
Office. By phone, 253.591.2266,
by e-mail at wearles@seattleu.edu
or by fax at 253-591-2246.
William]. Abbott '87
Linda]. Alexander '87
Lawson R. Almand '77
Carleen E. Atwood '90
Stephen Borchardt '80
Wesley S. Bridges '76
Marcy Broder '96
James]. Brown, III '84
Dorothy G. Bunce '78
Don C. Burleson '83
Gary R. Clarke '82
Jiann-Der Fann '89
Ann Fetter '76
Darlene Y. Fujimoto '92
Tamara S. Gehman '90
Paul A. Giese '88
Raymond E. Glynn '78
Annellie S. Guthrie '83
Christine B. Hanifen '78
Stephen R. Hansen '83
John R. Hanson '82
JewelL. Hart '78
Brian K. Hedglin '90
Wayne D. Heffernan '93
Robert M. Hersch '77
Bradley E . Hightower '95
Michale F. Jacobs '81
Stephen J. Johnson '83
W. Philip Keene '88
Anne C. Keener '90
George N. Klepach '86
Fred D. Lacross '96
Stephen R. Lankton '95
Brent D. Lloyd '96
James H. Magee '93
Robert B. Marqusee '78
Stephen]. McFarlane '89
Allen C. Neskahi '88
David A. Northup '79
Jeffrey T. Parker '93
N. Clifford Petersen '80
Fran-Michelle Reichert '89
Colleen M. Riley '88
Marvin W. Shumate '82
Eric A. Stearn '78
David Stillman '81
Michael S. Sullivan '92
Daniel J . Terrell '86
Deborah J. Truitt '96
James]. Waller '80
Bruce R. Walton '89
John K. Ward '84
Curtis T. Weese '96
Brock M. Weidner '82
Alfred Wessel '84
Jill Williamson '88
MartinS. Zacks '83
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